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Opening of Lands Within the Diminished 
Colville Indian Reservation 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

A PROCLAMATION 

I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the power and authority vested in me by the Act of Congress 
approved March 22, 1906 (34 Stat. L., 80), do hereby prescribe, pro¬ 
claim, and make known, that all the non-mineral, unallotted, and un¬ 
reserved lands within the diminished Colville Indian Reservation, in the 
State of Washington, classified as irrigable lands, grazing lands, or arid 
lands, shall be disposed of under the general provisions of the home¬ 
stead laws of the United States and of the said Act of Congress, and 
shall be opened to settlement and entry and settled upon, occupied, and 
entered only in the manner herein prescribed: Provided, That all 
lands classified as timber or mineral, all lands designated for irrigation 
by the Government, and all lands within the following townships and 
parts of townships shall not be disposed of under this proclamation: 

Townships 31, 32, 33, and 34 north, range 35 east ; township 30 
north, range 31- east; township 31 north, range 30 east; north half of 
township 31 north, range 28 east; townships 32, 33, and 34 north, range 
28 east; south half and south half of north half of township 33 north, 
range 27 east; and fractional part north and east of Lake Omache of 
township 32 north, range 27 east. 

1. A registration for the lands will be conducted at the cities of Spo¬ 
kane, Wenatchee, Colville, Wilbur, Republic and Omak, Washington, 
beginning July 5 and ending July 22, 1916, Sunday excepted, under the 
supervision of John McPhaul, Superintendent of the opening. Any 
person qualified to make entry under the general provisions of the 
homestead law may register. 

2. Any person who was honorably discharged after at least ninety 
days’ service in the United States Army, Navy, or Marine Corps dur¬ 
ing the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, or the Philippine Insur¬ 
rection (or the widow or minor orphan children of such person) may 
register either in person or by agent. Other persons will not be per¬ 
mitted to register by agent. No person shall present more than one ap- 
l)lication in his own behalf and one as agent. 

Each application for registration must show the applicant’s name, 
postoffice address, age, height and weight, and must be inclosed in an 
envelope bearing no distinctive marks or any paper other than the ap¬ 
plication. No envelope shall contain more than one application. 

3. Each applicant must himself sign and swear to his application on 
or after July 5, and not later than July 22, 1916, at Spokane, Wenatchee, 
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Colville, Wilbur, Republic or Omak, Washington, before a notary pub¬ 
lic designated by the Superintendent: Except A soldier’s or sailor’s 
application and power of attorney appointing an agent may be signed 
and sworn to by the applicant at any time after the date hereof and 
prior to the close of the registration, but the agent must sign and swear 
to the application during the time, at one of the places and in the man¬ 
ner herein prescribed for the execution of other applications. After 
applications have been properly executed they must be delivered to the 
Superintendent or to some person designated by him to receive them. 

4. Beginning at 10 o’clock a. m. on July 27, 1916, at the said city of 
Spokane and continuing thereafter from day to day, Sundays excepted, 
as long as may be necessary, there shall be impartially taken and se¬ 
lected indiscriminately from the whole number of envelopes presented, 
such number thereof as may be necessary to carry the provisions of this 
proclamation into effect, and the applications for registration contained 
in the envelopes so selected shall, when correct in form and execution, 
be numbered serially in the order in which they were selected, begin¬ 
ning with number one, and the numbers thus assigned shall fix and con¬ 
trol the order in which the persons named therein may make entry of 
the lands. 

5. A list of the successful applicants showing the number assigned to 
each will be conspicuously posted and furnished to the press for publi¬ 
cation as a matter of news and a proper notice will be promptly mailed 
to each of these applicants. 

6. Beginning at 9 o’clock a. m. on September 5, 1916, and continuing 
thereafter on such dates as may be fixed by the Secretary of the In¬ 
terior, persons holding numbers assigned to them under this proclama¬ 
tion will be permitted to select and enter the tracts they desire as fol¬ 
lows : A map room will be established at such place as shall be decided 
upon by the Secretary of the Interior, where numbers assigned will be 
called in their numerical order. When an applicant’s num&r is called, 
he must at once select the tract he desires to enter and will be allowed 
ten days following the date of selection within which to complete entry 
at the proper land office. During such period he must file a homestead 
application at the land office, accompanying the same with the usual 
filing fees and commissions and in addition thereto one-fifth of the ap¬ 
praised value of the tract selected. If the lands are in the Spokane, 
Washington, land district, entry must be made at the Spokane land 
office; if in the Waterville, Washington, land district, entry must be 
made at the Waterville land office. To save the expense incident to a 
trip to the land and to return to the land office, he may, following his se¬ 
lection, execute his homestead application for the tract selected within 
the land district and file same in the land office, where it will be held 
awaiting the payment of the fees and commissions and one-fifth of the 
appraised value of the land. In that event, the payment must be made 
within ten days following the date of selection. Payments can be made 
only in cash, by certified checks on national and state banks and trust 
companies, which can be cashed without cost to the Government, or by 
postoffice money orders made payable to the receiver of the land office. 
These payments may be made in person, through the mails or any other 
means or agency desired, but the applicant assumes all responsibility 
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in the matter. He must see that the payments reach the laiid office 
within the ten days allowed, and where failure occurs in any instance 
where the application has been filed in the land office without payment, 
as herein provided for, the application will stand rejected without fur¬ 
ther action on the part of the local officers. 

In case of declaratory statements, allowable under this opening, the 
same course may be pursued, except that the filing fees must be paid 
within the ten days following date of selection, the party having six 
months after filing within which to complete entry. Soldiers or sailors 
or their widows or minor orphan children making homestead entry of 
these lands must make payment of fees, commissions and purchase 
money as is required of other entrymen. 

The purchase money not required at the time of entry may be paid 
in five equal installments. These payments will become due at the end 
of one, two, three, four, and five years after the date of entry, unless 
commutation proof is made. If such proof is made, all the unpaid in¬ 
stallments must be paid at that time. Where three-year proof is sub¬ 
mitted, the entryman may make payment of the unpaid installments at 
that time or at any time before they become due and final certificate 
will issue, in the absence of objection, upon such payment being made. 
If any entryman fails to make any payment when it becomes due, all 
his former payments will be forfeited and his entry will be canceled. 

7. No person will be permitted to select more than one tract, present 
more than one application to enter, or file more than one declaratory 
statement in his own behalf. 

8. If any person fails to select the tract he desires to enter on the 
date assigned to him for that purpose, or if, having made such selection 
he fails to perfect it by making entry or filing and payments as herein 
provided, or if he presents more than one application for registration or 
presents an applicatio'n in any other than his true name, he will forfeit 
his right to make entry or filing under this proclamation. 

9. None of the lands opened to entry under this proclamation will 
become subject to settlement or entry prior to 9 o’clock a. m. October 
18, 1916,. except in the manner prescribed herein; and all persons are 
admonished not to make any settlement before that time on lands not 
covered by entries or filings made by them under this proclamation. 
All the said lands not then entered by persons assigned numbers here¬ 
under will, at that hour, become subject to settlement and entry under 
the general provisions of the homestead laws and the aforesaid Act of 
Congress. 

10. The Secretary of the Interior shall make and prescribe such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary and proper to carry the provisions 
of this proclamation and of the said Act of Congress into full force and 
effect and is hereby authorized to prescribe the time when and the man¬ 
ner in which lands in any or all the townships temporarily withheld 
from disposal, as herein provided, may be opened to settlement and 
entry. 



6 


In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 


Done at the City of Washington this third day of May, in the year 
of out Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, and of the Inde¬ 
pendence of the United States the one hundred and fortieth. 


By the President : 

Robert Lansing, 

Secretary of State. 


WOODROW WILSON. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 


Washington, May j, jpid. 

REGULATIONS OPENING COLVILLE LANDS 


John McPhaul, 

Superintendent of Opening and Sale of Indian Reservations. 

Sir: Pursuant to the Proclamation of the President issued for the 
opening of certain classified lands within the diminished Colville Indian 
Reservation, in Washington, the following rules and regulations are 
hereby prescribed; 

1. Applications for registration and powers of attorney for the_ap¬ 
pointment of agents by soldiers or sailors or their widows or minor 
orphan children must be made on blank forms hereinafter prescribed. 

2. No notary public shall be designated for the purpose of adminis¬ 
tering oaths to applicants for registration who was not appointed prior 
to April I, 1916, and on that date a resident of the county in which he 
shall act, and the Superintendent is hereby authorized and directed to 
prescribe such plans, rules and regulations governing the action of such 
notaries public and in, relation to the registration as may in his judg¬ 
ment be necessary. 

3. Envelopes used in presenting applications for registration should 
be three and one-half inches wide and six inches long and they must all 
be plainly addressed to “John McPhaul, Superintendent,’’ and the words 
“Registration Application” must be plainly written or printed across the 
front and at the left end of the envelope. 

4. Blank forms of application for registration and addressed en¬ 
velopes to be used in forwarding applications to the Superintendent will 
be furnished to each applicant by the Superintendent through the no¬ 
taries public before whom the applications must be sworn._ Blank pow¬ 
ers of attorney to be used by soldiers or sailors or their widows or 
minor orphan "children in the appointment of agents may be obtained 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C., 
or from the Register and Receiver of the local land office at either Spo¬ 
kane or Waterville, Washington. 

5. No envelopes should contain more than one application for regis¬ 
tration or contain any other paper than the application. Proof of 
naturalization and of military service, and other proof required (as in 
case of second homestead entries), will be exacted before the entry is 
allowed, but should not accompany the application for registration. 
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6. As soon as the Superintendent of the Opening receives an envelope 
addressed to him with the words “Registration Application” endorsed 
thereon, he will (if such envelope bears no distinctive marks or words 
indicating the name of the person by whom it was presented) deposit it 
in a metal can set apart for the reception of such envelopes. The cans 
used for this purpose must be so constructed as to prevent envelopes 
deposited therein from being removed therefrom without detection, 
and they must be safely guarded by representatives of the Government 
until they are publicly opened on the day when the selections authorized 
by the Proclamation are to be made. All envelopes which show the 
name of the person by whom they were presented will be opened as 
soon as they are received by the Superintendnt, and the applications 
therein will be returned to the applicants. 

7. On July 27, 1916, the cans containing the applications for registra¬ 
tion will be publicly opened at Spokane, Wash., and all envelopes con¬ 
tained therein will be thoroughly mixed and distributed preparatory to 
the selection and numbering thereof in the manner directed by said 
Proclamation. 

8. Numbers will not be assigned to a greater number of persons than 
will be reasonably necessary to induce the entry of all the lands. The 
applications for registration presented by persons to whom numbers 
are not assigned will be carefully arranged and inspected, and if it is 
found that any person has presented more than one application for 
registration in his own behalf and one application as agent, or presented 
his own application in any other than his true name, or in any other 
manner than that directed by said Proclamation, he will be denied the 
right to make entry under any number assigned to him. 

9. When an application for registration has been selected and num¬ 
bered, as prescribed by said Proclamation, the name and address of the 
applicant and the number assigned to him will be publicly announced^ 
and the application will be filed in the order in which it was numbered. 

10. All selected applications which are not correct in form and execu¬ 
tion will be stamped “Rejected—Imperfectly Executed,” and filed in 
the order in which they were rejected. 

11. Notices will be promptly mailed to all persons to whom numbers 
are assigned, at the postoffice address given in their applications for 
registration. No notice whatever will be sent to persons to whom num¬ 
bers are not assigned. 

12. Persons who receive notice of their right to make entry must 
select and enter the tracts they desire when their numbers are called as 
follows: Numbers i to 100 on September 5; numbers loi to 200 on 
September 6; and so on at the rate of 100 daily, Sundays excepted, until 
500 numbers have been called; then at the rate of 200 daily until 2,500 
numbers have been called; and thereafter at the rate of 300 numbers 
daily. 

13. If any person who has been assi^ed a number fails to appear 
and make his selection when his number is called, his right to select will 
be passed until after all other applicants assigned for that day have been^ 
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disposed of, when he will be afforded another opportunity to make his 
selection on that day. If any person fails to make his selection on the 
day assigned to him for that purpose or if having made a selection fails 
to perfect it by making entry or filing and payments, as required, he 
will be deemed to have abandoned his right to make entry prior to Oc¬ 
tober 18, 1916, but will not thereby exhaust his homestead rights. 

14. If any person holding a number dies before the date on which he 
is required to make entry, his widow or any one of his heirs may, if 
personally qualified, appear and make a selection, in her or his own 
individual right, under the number, on that date, and thereafter make 
entry within ten days. 

15. Each applicant must at the time of entry show his qualifications 
as a homesteader. If he was not born in the United States he must 
furnish either the original or a properly certified copy of his declaration 
of intention to become a citizen of the United States, or the original or 
a properly certified copy of the order of court admitting him to 
citizenship. If he was not born in the United States and claims citizen¬ 
ship through his father’s naturalization while under 21 years of age, he 
must furnish a properly certified copy of the order of court admitting 
his father to citizenship and evidence of his minority at that time. 
An applicant who files a soldier’s declaratory statement either in person 
or by agent must at that time furnish evidence of military service and 
honorable discharge. 

16. Applicants will not be required to swear that they have seen or 
examined the land before making application to enter, and the usual 
non-mineral and non-saline affidavits will not be required with applica¬ 
tions to enter presented prior to October 18, 1916, but evidence that 
the lands do not contain mineral and of their non-saline character must 
be furnished by the entrymen before their final proofs will be accepted. 

17. Applications filed prior to October 18, 1916, to contest entries 
allowed for these lands will be immediately forwarded to the General 
Land Office, where they will be at once carefully examined and for¬ 
warded to the Secretary of the Interior with proper recommendations, 
when the matter will be promptly decided, and this regulation will 
supersede, during the period between September 5 and October 18, 
1916, all existing rules of practice or regulations relative to contests, in 
so far as they affect entries of these lands. The procedure relative to 
the presentation, amendment, allowance and rejection of applications to 
file soldiers’ declaratory statements and applications to enter these lands 
will be controlled by existing regulations and rules of practice. 

18. All persons making homestead entry of these lands on or before 
November i, 1916, will, because of climatic conditions, be allowed until 
May I, 1917, within which to establish residence. 

Very respectfully, 

Clay Tallman, Commissioner. 


Approved May 3, 1916: 

Franklin K. Lane, Secretary. 
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FORMS OF APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATI0N;F0R COLVILLE INDIAN LANDS, 
WASHINGTON. 

I____, of ..... 

(Street and number 

or other address) (City or town) 

(County) (State) 

aged .- years; height .... feet . inches; 

weighi .pounds, in suppoit of this, my application for registration 

for lands within the diminished Colville Indian Reservation, Washington, do 
solemnly swear that I am a citizen of the United States, or have declared my 
intention to become such citizen, and that I am otherwise qualified to make home¬ 
stead entry for said lands; that I honestly desire to make entry for my own use 
and benefit and not for speculation or in the interest of any other person; and 
that I present this application for that purpose only, and have not presented and 
will not present any other affidavit of this kind. 


The foregoing was subscribed and sworn to before me after it was read to or 
by affiant at...., Washington, on July--—, 1916. 

Notary Public. 

NOTE.—This application must be sworn to on or after July 6, and not later than July 
22, 1916, at Spokane, Wenatchee, Colville, Wilbur, Republic or Omak, Washington. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR A SOLDIER OR SAILOR (OR HIS WIDOW OR MINOR 
ORPHAN CHILDREN). 


I, 


of 


(Street and number 


or other address) 


(City or town) 


(County) (State) 

aged ..-. years; height .... feet ----- inches; 

weight .-.pounds, do solemnly swear that I am qualified to make a 

homestead entry and entitled to the benefits of section 2304, Revised Statutes, as 

amended; that I hereby appoint .. 

my agent and attorney in fact to present my application for registration for lands 
within the diminished Colville Indian Reservation, Washington; that I make this 
affidavit in good faith for the sole purpose of securing lands for a home for my¬ 
self, and for the purposes of settlement and cultivation, and not for speculation; 
that I have not presented and will not personally present an affidavit under said 
proclamation nor authorize any other person than the one named above to present 
such an affidavit for me. The name of my agent was written into this affidavit 
before it was sworn to by me. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at 

., .. 1916. 


Notary Public. 


Fill out in ink and execute before any officer in the United States having a seal and au¬ 
thority to administer oaths. 
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AGENT’S AFFIDAVil. 


i, —---—.—--, of_ 

(Street and number 


«r other address) (City or town) 

(County) (State) 

aged ... years; height .. feet .. inches; 

weight .„pounds, do solemnly swear that I am the duly appointed 

agent of the person named on the other side hereof, who desires to make entry 
of lands within the diminished Colville Indian Reservation, Washington, under 
Section 2304, Revised Statutes of the United States, as amended, and that I have 
not presented an affidavit of this character for any other person. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at ....., 

Washington, on July..'.._, 1916. 

Notary Public. 

No person can be agent for more than one soldier. The above must be sworn to by the 
agent on or after July 6 and not later than July 82, 1916, at Spokane, Wenatchee, Colville, 
Wilbur, Republic or Omak, Washington. 











Information Relatiye to Openinf of Colville Lands 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C., May 3, 1916. 

1. The diminished Colville Indian Reservation, Washington, in Okan¬ 
ogan and Ferry Counties, embraces about 1,300,000 acres. It is about 
70 miles long east and west and about 40 miles wide north and south. 
On the south and east it is bounded by the Columbia River; on the west 
by the Okanogan River, and the northern boundary is about 35 miles 
south of the Canadian line. 

Allotments have been made in severalty to about 2,600 Indians and 
the most valuable lands have probably been selected by or for the allot¬ 
tees. A considerable portion of the unallotted land has been classified as 
timber land or mineral land and will not become subject to homestead 
entry, and unallotted lands in about ten and one-half townships have 
been reserved for the use of the Indians in common. About 350,000 
acres not allotted to Indians, not classified as timber land or mineral 
land, and not reserved for any purpose, will become subject to home¬ 
stead entry. Some of this land is rough and mountainous and not de¬ 
sirable for any agricultural use; some is valuable for cultivation to 
crops; and some may be valuable for stock raising only. No informa¬ 
tion can be furnished showing the extent to which the lands may not be 
desirable, or as to the amount of land which is valuable either for cul¬ 
tivation to crops or for stock raising purposes. 

Lands of the character contemplated by the enlarged homestead acts 
will be designated thereunder, before the opening of the lands to entry. 
Lands designated will be enterable in quantities of 320 acres; those 
not designated in quantities of 160 acres. 

HOW AND BY WHOM APPLICATIONS MAY BE 
PRESENTED 

2. Any person qualified to make entry under the general provisions 
of the homestead laws may present an application for registration at the 
cities of Spokane, Wenatchee, Colville, Wilbur, Republic, or Omak, 
Washington, beginning July 5 and ending July 22, 1916, Sundays ex¬ 
cepted. Persons not disqualified for one or more^ of the following rea¬ 
sons are qualified as homesteaders and may register; 

Married Women .—A married woman is not qualified to register, ex¬ 
cept under the following conditions; 

(a) Where she has been deserted by her husband. 

(b) Where her husband is incapacitated by disease, or otherwise 
from earning a support for his family and she is really its head and 
main support. 

Under conditions (a) and (6) a married woman otherwise qualified 
may register. 
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Fonner Homesteaders. —Former homesteaders are not qualified to 
register, except in the following cases; 

(a) Where the former entry was commuted before June 5, 1900. 

(b) Where the former entry embraced Indian land and the entry- 
man paid the Indian price therefor before May 17, 1900. 

(c) Where the former entryman can show to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary of the Interior that his former entry or entries, not perfected 
by him, were made in good faith; that he did not speculate in his right 
or commit a fraud or attempted fraud in connection therewith; and that 
the entry or entries were lost, forfeited or abandoned because of matters 
beyond his control. This showing will not be required at the time of 
registration, but if an applicant is assigned a number it must be made 
before he will be permitted to make second entry. 

(d) Where the former entry embraced less than 160 acres, and the 
entryman has submitted satisfactory final proof therefor. 

Under provisions (a), (b) and (r) a former homesteader otherwise 
qualified may register for 160 acres, and under provision (d) for such 
area as, added to that previously entered, does not exceed 160 acres. 

Foreign-born Persons. —A foreign-born person is not qualified to 
register, except under the following circumstances ; 

(a) Where he has declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States or has taken out final naturalization papers. 

(b) Where he was in the United States and under twenty-one years- 
of age when his father took out final naturalization papers ; or, if he be¬ 
came a resident of the United States during his minority and after his- 
father’s final naturalization. 

(c) Where he has been naturalized under an Act of Congress admit¬ 
ting certain classes of persons to citizenship. For example, when the 
Territory of Washington was admitted into the Union by the enabling 
act of February 22, 1889 (25 Stat., 676), persons who were inhabitants 
and recognized as members of the political community became by such 
admission citizens of the United States. See 36 L. D., 352, and 38 L. 
D., 257. 

Under circumstances (a), (b) and (r) foreign-born persons other¬ 
wise qualified may register. 

One who was formerly a citizen of the United States but who has 
become a citizen of some other country is not qualified to register unless 
he has declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States, 
etc., the same as is required of one alien born. 

Owners of more than 160 acres. —The owners of more than 160 
acres of land in the United States are not qualified to register. 

(a) The ownership of a town lot or town lots, in addition to 160 
acres, is not a disqualification it the total area of the lots is less than 
one acre, but is a disqualification if the total area of the lots is one acre 
or more. 

(&)The ownership of land in Canada or elsewhere outside the United 
States is not a disqualification. 
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(c) A person who holds an enforceable contract to purchase lands or 
who claims the ownership of land under a register’s certificate issued 
on final proof under an entry of any kind is considered, as respects his 
rights to register, the owner of the land embraced in the contract or 
entry. Sec. 32. L. D., 226; 13 L. D., 437, and 15 L. D., 158. 

Minors .—Persons under twenty-one years of age are not qualified to 
register, except in the following cases : 

(a) A minor otherwise qualified who is the head and actual support 
of a family may register. 

{h) A minor otherwise qualified who will become twenty-one years 
of age before September 5, 1916, may register. 

^20-Acre Limitation. One is not qualified to register who, since 
August 30, 1890, has acquired title to or is now claiming under anv or 
all of the agricultural public lands (which include the timber and stone 
laws) an amount of land aggregating 320 acres or more. If the amount 
does not exceed 160 acres, the applicant, if otherwise qualified, could 
register, and if assigned a number could make entry either under the 
general provisions of the homestead laws for 160 acres or under the 
enlarged homestead acts for 320 acres. If the amount is more than 
160 acres and not more than 320 acres, the applicant could register 
and if assigned a number would be qualified to make entry for suf¬ 
ficient additional land to make 320 acres, but would not be qualified to 
make entry under the enlarged homestead acts. 

PERSONS ENTITLED TO CLAIM CREDIT FOR MILITARY 
OR NAVAL SERVICE 

3. Any person qualified as a homesteader who served at least ninety 
days in the United States Army or Navy during the Civil War, the 
Spanish-American War or the Philippine Insurrection and was honor¬ 
ably discharged (or the widow or minor orphan children of such person, 
if the soldier’s or sailor’s right, had not been exhausted) may register 
either in person of by agent on a form furnished for that purpose. 
Such person may claim credit for military or naval service under the 
homestead laws. 

(a) The Civil War commenced April 15, 1861, and lasted until 
August 20, 1866. 

{b) The Spanish-American War and Philippine Insurrection lasted 
from April 21, 1898, to July 15, 1903. 

(c) In computing the period of a soldier’s service, his entrance into 
the army is considered as dating from his muster into the service and 
not from his enlistment, if he was a volunteer, and from the date of en¬ 
listment, if he served in the regular army. 

The soldier’s or sailor’s registration affidavit may be executed before 
any officer in the United States having a seal and authority to adminis¬ 
ter oaths. Before it is sworn to the name of the agent must be inserted. 
The agent appointed must .swear to the application at Spokane, Wenat¬ 
chee, Colville, Wilbur, Republic or Omak, Washington, on or after 
July 5 and not later than July 22, 1916, Sundays excepted, before a 
notary public designated by the Superintendent. 
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APPLICATIONS BY PERSONS NOT HAVING WAR SERVICE 

4. Persons who did not serve in one of the aforesaid wars and non¬ 
soldiers cannot present applications by agent and may register only by 
executing their respective applications at Spokane, Wenatchee, Colville, 
Wilbur, Republic or Omak, Washington, on or after July 5 and not 
later than July 22, 1916, Sundays excepted, before a notary public 
designated by the Superintendent. 

NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS ONE PERSON MAY 
PRESENT 

5. No person can act as agent for more than one soldier or sailor or 
present more than one application in his own behalf. 

BLANK APPLICATIONS 

6. Blank powers of attorney for the appointment of agents will be 
furnished, on request, by the General Land Office, Washington, D. C., 
or by the United States land office at either Spokane or Waterville, 
Washington. Necessary forms to register in person will be furnished to 
applicants who appear for registration by the notaries before whom 
their respective applicants must be executed. 

DRAWING 

7. Each application presented will be inclosed in an envelope which 
does not indicate the name of the applicant. Applications presented 
elsewhere than at Spokane will be brought to that place by a representa¬ 
tive of the Government and at a public drawing on July 27, 1916, at 
Spokane, a sufficient number of envelopes containing applications will 
be drawn and the applications numbered, beginning with number one, 
to provide for the disposal of the available lands. The order in which 
the applications are numbered will fix the order in which applicants 
may select the lands. 

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS 

8. Two notices will be promptly mailed to each of the successful ap¬ 
plicants, and they will be mailed on different dates to insure the de¬ 
livery of one should the other miscarry. No notice will be sent to per¬ 
sons not assigned numbers. If an applicant does not receive a notice 
and wishes to satisfy himself more fully that no number was assigned 
to him, he may do so by perusing the columns of some newspaper in 
which the names of the successful applicants will be published, or by 
inspecting a list of the successful applicants which will be posted at 
Spokane, and a copy of which will later be furnished the United States 
land office at Spokane and at Waterville, Washington. 

SELECTION OF LANDS 

9. Number holders will be required to select the lands they wish to 
enter on dates assigned to them, commencing September 5, 1916. If a 
selection is not made on the date assigned for that purpose, the applicant 
will lose all rights under his number, but will not lose his homestead 
right. 

ENTRIES OR FILINGS 

10. A successful applicant who selects lands under his number will 
be allowed ten days within which to make entry or filing at the United 
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States land office for the district in which the lands are situated. Part 
are in the Spokane and part in the Waterville land district. 

REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN TITLE 

11. In order to obtain title to the lands entrymen will be required to 
comply with the general provisions of the homestead laws as to resi¬ 
dence, cultivation and improvements and pay the appraised value of the 
lands. 

DECLARATORY STATEMENTS 

12. Any person entitled to claim credit for military or naval service 
under the homestead laws and who is assigned a number may select 
lands and file a declaratory statement either in person or by agent. Se¬ 
lection must be made on the date assigned for that purpose and the 
declaratory statement must be filed within ten days from that time. A 
fee of $3.00 must be paid when the statement is filed and the declarant 
must, within six months from the filing, make entry in person at the 
proper land office and at that time and thereafter he must make payment 
of fees, commissions and purchase money the same as are required of 
other entrymen. A blank declaratory statement to file by agent will be 
furnished, on request, by the General Land Office, Washington, D. C., 
or by the United States land office at either Spokane or Waterville^ 
Washington. 

HOMESTEAD FEES AND COMMISSIONS 

13. When entry is made, the entryman must pay, in addition to the 
required first payment of purchase money, hornestead fees and com¬ 
missions amounting to not more than $16.00, if the amount entered 
does not exceed 160 acres. If entry is made under the enlarged home¬ 
stead acts for more than 160 acres, the fees and commissions would 
amount to not more than $22.00. 

PURCHASE MONEY 

14. One-fifth of the purchase price of the land must be paid at the 
time of entry; the balance may be paid in five equal annual installments,^ 
commencing one year from the date of entry, if three-year proof is sub¬ 
mitted. The unpaid installments must be paid at the.tirne of proof, if 
an entry is commuted. Where three-year proof is submitted an entry- 
man may make payment of the unpaid installments at that time, or at 
any time thereafter before they become due, and final certificate will 
issue, in the absence of objection, upon such payments being made. If 
an entryman fails to make any payment when due, all his former pay¬ 
ments will be forfeited and his entry will be canceled. 
CLASSIFICATIONS AND APPRAISEMENTS OF LANDS AND 

DESIGNATIONS UNDER ENLARGED HOMESTEAD ACTS 

15. A map and schedule showing the land subject to entry will be 
printed as. soon as possible. It will probably be some time in August 
before copies will be available for distribution. The classification and 
appraisement of each tract as grazing land or irrigable land and the 
price at which the tracts have been appraised will be shown, and desig¬ 
nations under the enlarged homestead acts will be indicated. The lands 
have for the most part been classified as grazing lands. The appraised 
prices average about $1.50 per acre. A copy of the map and schedule will 
be mailed, without charge, to each person assigned a number; other per- 
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sons may obtain the map and schedule for 25 cents from the Spokane 
or Waterville land office. Remittances should be made in cash or by 
postoffice money order made payable to the receiver of the proper land 
office. 

EXAMINATION OF LAND 

16. It will not be necessary for a number holder to swear in his home¬ 
stead application that he has seen or examined the land or that it is non¬ 
mineral or non-saline in character, but if he does not examine it before 
making his selection he should, if possible, do so before he makes entry 
or filing. If he makes entry or filing before making the examination 
and later finds the land undesirable and abandons it or relinquishes the 
entry, he will lose his homestead right as well as the payments. If he 
examines the land and for any reason does not wish to make entry or 
filing and payment, it will not be necessary for him to do so. It will be 
necessary for applicants to furnish, evidence that the land is non-min¬ 
eral and non-saline in character before their final proofs will be ac¬ 
cepted. 

LOCATING AGENTS 

17. A number holder may employ some one to assist him in making 
his selection of land, and such person will be admitted to the map 
room with him when his number is called. He may make his choice 
without the aid of a locator, if he cares to.. This office cannot furnish 
information regarding the extent to which any one is familiar with or 
has examined these lands, but no person will be admitted to the map 
room who charges a fee for his services to assist a number holder 
until he has entered into an agreement with the officer in charge of the 
map room that he will furnish each person for whom he makes a selec¬ 
tion a sworn statement in writing giving the approximate character, 
quality and topography of the tract selected. An applicant who em¬ 
ploys a locator should require him to furnish such sworn statement and 
would be further protected by a stipulation in the contract of employ¬ 
ment that he will not be required to make any payment until he has ex¬ 
amined the land and found it to be substantially as represented. 

LANDS NOT ENTERED BY NUMBER HOLDERS 

18. Lands not entered by persons assigned numbers will become 
subject t’o settlement and entry by any qualified persons at 9 o’clock 
a. m. on October 18, 1916. 

RELINQUISHMENTS 

19. If an applicant makes entry under his number, and relinquishes, 
the relinquished land would, prior to 9 o’clock a. m. on October 18, 
1916, be subject to settlement and entry only by persons assigned num¬ 
bers, and they could select the land only on the dates assigned to them 
for making their several selections. Thereafter the land would be sub¬ 
ject to settlement and entry by any qualified persons under applicable 
laws. If an entry is relinquished, the payments made as fees, commis¬ 
sions and purchase money will be forfeited. No credit will be allowed 
for the former payments if the land is subsequently re-entered. 

RESIDENCE AND CULTIVATION 

20. (a) Residence must ordinarily be established within six months 
from the date of entry, or, if a declaratory statement is filed, within six 
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months from the filing: but on account of climatic conditions, any per¬ 
son making homestead entry of these lands on or before November i. 

1916, or who files a declaratory statement on or before that date and 
makes entry within six months, as required, will be allowed until May r, 

1917, within which to establish residence. See paragraph 18 of Depart¬ 
mental regulations approved May 3, 1916. 

(b) Any entry subject to commutation may be commuted by showing 
fourteen months’ substantially continuous residence, and the cultivation 
to agricultural crops other than native grasses of at least one-sixteenth 
of the area of the entry. See Circular of May 27, 1914 (43 L. D., 256). 
Three-year proof may be submitted by showing the necessary residence 
and the cultivation to agricultural crops, other than native grasses, of at 
least one-sixteenth of the area, beginning with the second year, and of 
at least one-eighth of the area, beginning with the third year, and until 
final proof. 

(c) A soldier or sailor who w’as honorably discharged from the 
United States Army or Navy after at least ninety days’ service during 
the Civil War, the Spanish-American War or the Philippine Insurrec¬ 
tion (or his widow or minor orphan children) must both reside upon 
and cultivate the land for such period as will, when added to the time of 
his military or naval service (under his enlistment or enlistments cover¬ 
ing war periods) amounts to three years; but if he was discharged on 
account of wounds or disabilities incurred in the line of duty, credit 
for the whole term of his enlistment may be allowed. However, no 
patent will issue to such soldier or sailor until there has been residence 
and cultivation by him for at least one year, nor until a habitable house 
has been placed upon the land. If the military or naval service was 
sufficient in duration as to require only one year’s residence and im¬ 
provement upon the claim, the entryman must cultivate such portion of 
the entry as indicates his good faith. If the military or naval service 
was of such limited duration as to require more than one year’s resi¬ 
dence upon the claim the soldier or sailor must cultivate one-sixteenth 
of the area of the entry beginning with the second year, and if proof is 
not submitted before the third year he must cultivate one-eighth of the 
entry, beginning with that year, and continuing to date ofj proof. No 
credit for military or naval service is allowed where commutation proof 
is submitted. 

(d) During each year following the date of establishment of actual 
residence an entryman may absent himself from the land for not more 
than two periods aggregating as much as five months. Notice must be 
given to the register and receiver by mail or otherwise when the entry- 
man leaves the land and when he returns. Two absences in different 
residence years, reckoned from the date when residence was established, 
must be separated by substantial periods if they together make up more 
than five months. 

(e) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to reduce the require¬ 
ments as to cultivation. This may be done if the land entered is so hilly 
or rough, the soil so alkaline, compact, sandy, or swampy, or the pre¬ 
cipitation of moisture so light as not to make cultivation of the required 
amounts practicable, or if the land is generally valuable only for graz¬ 
ing. An application for reduction upon the grounds indicated must be 
filed at the proper local land office on the form prescribed therefor, and 
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should set forth in detail the special physical conditions of the land or> 
which claimant bases his right to a reduction. 

A reduction may be allowed also if the entryman, after making entry 
and establishing residence, has met with misfortune which renders him 
reasonably unable to cultivate the prescribed area. In this class of cases- 
an application for reduction is not to be filed, but notice of the misfor¬ 
tune and of its nature must be submitted to the register of the local 
land office, under oath, within 6o days after its occurrence; upon satis¬ 
factory proof regarding the misfortune at the time of submitting final 
proof a reduction in area of cultivation during the period of disability 
following the misfortune may be permitted. 

(/) The homestead entryman must have a habitable house upon the 
land entered at the time of submitting proof. Other improvements 
should be of such character and amount as are sufficient to show good 
faith. 

MINERAL LANDS 

21. The mineral land laws were extended to these lands by the Act of 
April I, 1898 (30 Stat., 593). The United States Geological Survey 
has reported that, although some of the lands classified as mineral are 
not located in proven mineral territory, the mineral evidence on these 
tracts, together with their favorable geological location in mineral areas, 
is of a character that a person of ordinary prudence would be justified 
in the further expenditure of his labor and means with a reasonable 
prospect of success in developing a mine and that, therefore, the lands 
were classified as mineral. Parties applying for patent under mineral 
laws for lands classified as mineral will be required to show a disco-'^ery 
of mineral within the locations applied for and compliance with all 
other requirements of the mineral laws and regulations thereunder. 

TIMBER LANDS 

22. No information can be furnished at this time as to when or under 
what conditions the timber lands will be disposed of, 

ALLOTTED INDIAN LANDS 

23. Lands which have been allotted to Indians having tribal rights on. 
the reservation may be leased from the Indians for farming or grazing 
purposes for terms not exceeding five years, with the approval of the 
Superintendent of the Colville Indian School, in accordance with regula¬ 
tions prescribed by, the Secretary of the Interior. Leases must be on 
forms prescribed by the Department, Regulations and full information 
will be furnished, on request, by said superintendent at Nespelem, Wash¬ 
ington, or by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 

Persons making homestead entry within the reservation may be able 
to lease allotted lands adjoining their homestead claims, and it is re¬ 
ported that some of the allotted lands, especially those in the western 
part of the reservation, are very valuable for growing wheat. These 
facts are mentioned merely as a matter of information. No positive 
assurance can be given that homesteaders will be able to lease adioining, 
allotted lands. 

Very respectfully. 

Clay Tallman, Commissioner. 
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ACT OPENING COLVILLE LANDS. 

Chap. 1126.—.A^n Act To authorize the sale and disposition of surplus or 
unallotted lands of the diminished Colville Indian Reservation, in the State of 
Washington, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed, as hereinafter provided, to sell or dispose 
of unallotted lands in the diminished Colville Indian Reservation, in the State 
of Washington. 

Sec. 2. That as soon as the lands embraced within the diminished Colville 
Indian Reservation shall have been surveyed, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
cause allotments of the same to be made to all persons belonging to or having 
tribal relations on said Colville Indian Reservation, to each man, woman, and 
child eighty acres, and, upon the approval of such allotments by the Secretary 
of the Interior, he shall cause patents to issue therefor under the provisions of 
the general allotment law of the United States. 

Sec. 3. That upon the completion of said allotments to said Indians the residue 
or surplus lands—that is, lands not allotted or reserved for Indian school, agency, 
or other purpose—of the said diminished Colville Indian Reservation shall be 
classified under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior as irrigable lands, 
grazing lands, timber lands, mineral lands, or arid lands, and shall be appraised 
under their appropriate classes by lega.1 subdivisions, with the exception of the 
lands classed as mineral lands, which need not be appraised, and which shall 
be disposed of under the general mining laws of the United States, and, upon 
completion of the classification and appraisement, such surplus lands shall be 
open to settlement and entry under the provisions of the homestead laws at 
not less than their appraised value in addition to the fees and commissions now 
prescribed by law for the disposition of lands of the value of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre by proclamation of the President, which proclamation 
shall prescribe the manner in which these lands shall be settles upon, occupied, 
and entered by persons entitled to make entry thereof: Provided, That the 
price of said lands when entered shall be fixed by the appraisement, as herein 
provided for, which shall be paid in accordance with rules and regulations to 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior upon the following terms: One- 
fifth of the purchase price to be paid in cash at the time of entry and the balance 
in five equal annual installments to be paid in one, two, three, four, and five 
years, respectively from and after the date of entry, and in case any entryman 
fails to make the annual payments, or any of them, promptly when due all rights 
in and to the land covered by his or her entry shall cease, and any payments 
theretofore made shall be forfeited and the entry canceled, and the lands shall 
be reoffered for sale and entry; Provided further. That the lands remaining 
undisposed of at the expiration of five years from the opening of the said lands 
to entry shall be sold to the highest bidder for cash, at not less than one dollar 
per acre, under rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Interior ,and that any lands remaining unsold ten years after the said lands shall 
have been opened to entry may be sold to the highest bidder for cash without 
regard to the above minimum limit of price. 

Sec. 4. That the said lands shall be opened to settlement and entry by proc¬ 
lamation of the President, which proclamation shall prescribe the time when and 
the manner in which these lands may be settled upon, occupied, and entered 
by persons entitled to make entry thereof, and no person shall be permitted to 
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settle upon, occupy, and enter any of said lands except as prescribed in such 
proclamation: Provided, That the rights of honorably discharged Uni<^n soldiers 
and sailors of the late civil and Spanish wars, as defined and described in 
sections twenty-three hundred and four and twenty-three hundred and five of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended by the Act of March first, nineteen hundred 
and one, shall not be abridged. 

Sec. S- That all of said lands returned and classified as timber lands shall be 
sold and disposed of by the Secretary of the Interior under sealed bids to the 
highest bidder for cash or at public auction, as the Secretary of the Interior may 
determine, and under such rules, and regulations as he may prescribe. 

Sec. 6. That the proceeds not including fees and commissions arising from 
the sale and disposition of the lands aforesaid, including the sums paid for 
mineral and town-site lands shall be, after deducting the expenses incurred 
from time to time in connection with the allotment, appraisement, and sales, 
and surveys, herein provided, deposited in the Treasury of the United States 
to the credit of the Colville and confederated tribes of Indians belonging and 
having tribal rights on the Colville Indian Reservation, in the State of Wash¬ 
ington, and shall be expended for their benefit, under the direction of the Secre¬ 
tary of the Interior, in the education and improvement of said Indians, and in 
the purchase of stock cattle, horse teams, harness, wagons, mowing machines, 
horserakes, thrashing machines, and other agricultural implements for issue 
to said Indians, and also for the purchase of material for the construction of 
houses or other necessary buildings, and a reasonable sum may also be expended 
by the Secretary, in his discretion, for the comfort, benefit, and improvement of 
said Indians; Provided, That a portion of the proceeds may be paid to the 
Indians in cash per capita, share and share alike, if, in the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Interior, such payments will further tend to improve the con¬ 
dition and advance the progress of said Indians, but not otherwise. 

Sec. 7. That any of said lands necessary for agency, school, and religious 
purposes, and any lands now occupied by the agency buildings, and the site of 
any sawmill, gristmill, or other mill property on said lands are hereby reserved 
from the operation of this Act; Provided, That all such reserved lands shall 
not exceed in the aggregate three sections and must be selected in legal sub¬ 
divisions conformable to the public surveys, such selection to be made by the 
Indian agent of the Colville Agency, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior and subject to his approval. 

Sec. 8. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby vested full power and 
authority to make all needful rules and regulations as to the manner of sale, 
notice of same, and other matters incident to the carrying out of the provisions 
of this Act, and with authority to reappraise and reclassify said lands if deemed 
necessary from time to time, and to continue making sales of the same, in 
accordance with the provisons of this Act, until all of the lands shall have 
been disposed of. 

Sec. 9. That nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to bind the 
United States to find purchasers for any of said lands, it being the purpose of 
this Act merely to have the United States to act as trustee for said Indians 
in the disposition and sales of said lands and to expend or pay over to them the 
net proceeds derived from the sales as herein provided. 

Sec. 10. That to enable the Secretary of the Interior to survey, allot, classify, 
appraise, and conduct the sale and entry of said lands as in this Act provided 
the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
is hereby appropriated, from any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro¬ 
priated, the same to be reimbursed from the proceeds of the sales of the afore- 
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said lands: Provided. That when funds shall have been procured from the first 
sales of the land the Secretary of the Interior may use such portion thereof as 
may be actually necessary in conducting future sales and otherwise carrying out 
the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. II. That nothing contained in this Act shall prohibit the Secretary of the 
Interior from reserving from said lands, whether surveyed or unsurveyed, such 
tracts for town-site purposes, as in his opinion may be required fo the future 
public interests, and he may cause any such reservations, or parts thereof, to be 
surveyed into blocks and lots of suitable size, and to be appraised and disposed 
of under such regulations as he may prescribe, and the net proceeds derived 
frorp the sale of such lands shall be paid to said Indians, as provided in section 
six of this Act. 

Sec. 12. That if any of the lands of said diminished Colville Indian Reser¬ 
vation can be included in any feasible irrigation project under the reclamation 
Act of June seventeenth, nineteen hundred and two, the Secretary of the 
Interior is authorized to withhold said lands from disposition under this Act 
and to dispose of them under the said reclamation Act, and the charges provided 
for by said reclamation Act shall be in addition to the appraised value of said 
lands fixed as hereinbefore provided and shall be paid in annual installments as 
required under the said reclamation Act, and the amounts to be paid for 
the land, according to appraisement, shall be credited to the fund herein estab¬ 
lished for the benefit of the Colville Indians. 

Approved, March 22, 1906 (34 Stat. 80). 



Miscellaneous Climatological Data for Points Named Below, Near Diminished Colville Indian Reservation 


FURNISHED BY U. S. WEATHER BUREAU 


Stations. j 

Jan. 

1 Feb. 

1 March. 1 

j April. 

j May 

j June, j 

July. 

j August, j 

Sept, j 

Oct 1 

Nov. 

j Dec. 

j Annual. 


(1) MEAN 

TEMPERATURE. 










Spokane .. 

26 

30 

40 

48 

56 

62 

69 

68 

58 

48 

57 

32 

48 

Waterville _ 

22 

25 

34 

45 

54 

59 

66 

67 

56 

45 

33 

26 

44 


(2) MEAN 

MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE. 








Spokane __ 

33 

38 

48 

59 

68 

74 

83 

83 

71 

59 

44 

37 

58 

Waterville .. 

30 

35 

44 

56 

67 

75 

84 

83 

69 

58 

40 

34 

56 


(3) MEAN 

MINIMUM TEMPERATURE. 








Spokane ... 

20 

22 

30 

37 

45 

50 

55 

54 

46 

38 

30 

26 

38 

Waterville .. 

13 

16 

24 

32 

39 

44 

49 

50 

41 

34 

23 

18 

32 


(4) ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM 

TEMPERATURE. 








Spokane .. - 

55 

59 

74 

86 

95 

96 

102 

104 

98 

86 

70 

57 

104 

Waterville — _ 

66 

58 

64 

81 

96 

lOI 

10.3 

102 

93 

78 

63 

57 

103 


(5) ABSOLUTE MINIMUM TEMPERATURE. 








Spokane ___ 

30 

23 

10 

22 

29 

34 

41 

38 

26 

12 

13 

18 

30 

Waterville .. 

30 

25 

10 

17 

16 

30 

33 

29 

25 

12 

21 

12 

30 


(6) AVERAGE PRECIPITATION. 









Spokane -- - - 

2.4 

2.0 

1.4 

1-3 

1.4 

1-5 

0.7 

0.5 

I.O 

1-4 

2-3 

2.4 

18.3 

Waterville _ 

1.6 

1-5 

0.8 

1.1 

1.6 

0.9 

0.3 

0.5 

0.5 

0.7 

1-7 

2.1 

13-3 


(7) AVERAGE NO. 

OF DAYS WITH 

PRECIPITATION 

(0.01 INCH OR MORE). 




Spokane ... 

14 

12 

10 

10 

10 

9 

5 

3 

7 

9 

13 

15 

117 

Waterville _ _ _ 

6 

5 

3 

3 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

7 

6 

47 

Colville .. . - . 

u 

10 

8 

6 

9 

8 

4 

5 


6 

10 

II 

93 


(8) AVERAGE SNOWFALL (INCHES). 








Spokane ... . _ 

13 

10 

3 

T 

T 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.T 

6 

II 

43 

Waterville . _ 

14 

12 

5 

I 

T 

0 

0 

0 

0 

T 

12 

14 

58 


(9) TOTAL HOURS 

OF SUNSHINE 

(TOTAL 

FOR EACH MONTH). 





Spokane _ ._ 

60 

99 

194 

235 

286 

330 

372 

300 

226 

160 

47 

47 

— 


For Waterville data represent means for U years; for Spokane, 23 years; for Colville, 9 years. Under “Average Snowfall,” “T” means “Trace”_ 

not enough to measure. ’ 



















